
The pumpkin carving 

was so much fun! There 

were different faces and 

words like cats, princess-

es, and even a pumpkin 

that said Halloween. My 

pumpkin was a cat with 

purple eyes.  It was so 

pretty when theywere all 

lit up at the pumpkin 

walk! All of the pump-

kins were so creative. At 

home you guys cut the 

top of the pumpkin, got 

a scraper, and got all of 

the gooey stuff out of it. 

Next year pumpkin carv-

ing is going to be just as 

fun as this year! 
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Brisas Pumpkin Carving By Glenna Rollins 

Mallet Masters By: Emma Dinnan 

At our school we have a 

music group called Mallet 

Masters. It is a group of 12

-14 students who play Ma-

rimba instruments. A Ma-

rimba is a wooden xylo-

phone that can come in all 

different shapes, sizes and 

sounds. The big Marimba 

is called a Bass, they make 

the lowest sound, the 

smaller ones are called So-

pranos and make the high-

est sound.  Mrs. 

Monks ,our music teacher, 

started the group many 

years ago. At the end of 

third grade you can try out 

for Mallet Masters. Dur-

ing the summer you get a 

letter saying if you get in 

the group. There is a 

week-long Mallet Master 

camp at the end of sum-

mer break. When school 

starts you will have prac-

tice three times a week, 

twice at lunch recess and 

once a week at 7:00 in the 

morning. During practice 

you will work on your 

songs and your pieces for 

performances. Through-

out the school year the 

group will have about 20 

performances. Some of 

the places we have per-

formances are at Barnes 

& Noble, school events, 

festivals and even at a 

Boy Scout meeting.  

Mallet Masters is really 

fun, but you have to 

dedicate a lot of time, 

commit to playing with 

the group for two years 

and put it in front of 

everything likes sports 

and many other out of 

school activities. If you 

get into Mallet Masters 

I hope you will have as 

much fun as I’m hav-

ing. 
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Every year near Hal-

loween Brisas has a 

Pumpkin Walk. It 

takes place in the 

school courtyard. 

You can walk around 

and see everyone’s 

pumpkins that we got 

to carve out earlier in 

our classrooms. At 

night the Jack-o'-

Lanterns look extra 

special because each 

pumpkin has a lit 

candle. It was  a real-

ly awesome experi-

ence seeing all the 

faces and designs all 

lit up at night. The 

most exciting part of the 

Pumpkin Walk was 

wearing your costume. I 

think it was cool to see 

everyone’s costume. 

Some of my favorites 

were the Minecraft peo-

ple, princesses and 

morph suits. The night of 

the Pumpkin Walk you 

can do all sorts of things 

such as eat cupcakes, 

cookies and many other 

delicious treats. You can 

also go to the book fair 

where you can look at all 

the toys, books and post-

ers. If something catches 

your eye you can buy it. If you buy a book you 

get a chance to win a prize. The Mallet Masters 

perform in their costumes and it’s really fun to 

see them play. I feel that the Pumpkin Walk is 

one of our schools best celebrations and I hope 

you enjoyed it. 

Pumpkin Walk By: Emma Dinnan 

The Spooky Pumpkin Walk By: Glenna Rollins 

Wow!  They had a lot of great 

books at the Pumpkin Walk. There 

were books like Whatever After, 

mystery books, and even some 

posters. There were a lot of spooky 

pumpkins too!  All different shapes 

and sizes. They had different faces, 

like smiling ones and some with 

words. They had really cute and 

spooky costumes.  I saw some cos-

tumes from movies like the Wizard 

of Oz's very own Dorothy!  I was 

dressed up as a bride. They have 

had the pumpkin walk for a long 

time at Brisas. Next year I hope the 

pumpkin walk will be as fun as it 

was this year! 



This season at ASU the Sun Devils 

have only lost two games. They lost 

to Stanford and Notre Dame, both 

really good teams. They beat USC 

62-41, the most they ever beat the 

Trojans by. ASU plays UCLA on 

Saturday, November 23. If they win, 

they will go to the PAC-12 Champi-

onship Game. If they win the PAC-

12 Championship Game, then they 

get to go to the Rose Bowl in Pasa-

dena, California on New Year’s Day. 

They have been to the Rose 

Bowl twice, in 1987 and 1997. 

On Thanksgiving Weekend is 

their most important game of 

the year. They are playing U of 

A, their arch enemies for the 

“Territorial Cup”. Going to 

games and tailgating is fun and 

exciting for fans. Go Devils! 

What is Thanksgiving? It is 

giving Thanks to all the 

things that have  happened 

to us. This is a national holi-

day in our country. We have 

celebrated this for a very 

long time. It started with our 

Puritans an Pilgrims who 

came here from England. 

They were very thankful for 

being here in this new land.  

ASU  Football By: Ally Moon 

Thanksgiving By: Rackhi Raman  

In our house we are very 

thankful for being together 

and happy. It is about being 

a family. We enjoy this holi-

day. My mom makes lots of 

food and we always have lot 

of friends in our house for 

dinner. My mom likes hav-

ing everyone over and she 

says it is her way of saying 

"Thank you".  

Hope all of you take time to say 

thank you to everybody this 

Thanksgiving. 

I would like to say Thank you 

for my school, my 

friends, my family and 

my teachers.  

 Have a great Thanksgiv-

ing! 

Daylight Savings By: Rackhi Raman 

 

My aunt stays in New York. I 

like to talk to her a lot. I 

called her recently and she 

said the time has changed. I 

did not understand how the 

time can change. My mom 

always says that time is al-

ways the same. So, I asked 

her what happened to the time? 

She told me ,"On November 3rd, 

the time changed and it is be-

cause of Daylight Savings". I 

wanted to understand what it 

was.  

So, I read about it. I did not un-

derstand it. One thing I under-

stood was, to save energy, like 

electricity and water, our govern-

ment changes time in different 

parts of the country. And in Ari-

zona the time stays same. there is 

no change. But in other places, 

time changes in Spring and in 

Fall. In Spring it goes forward and 

in Fall it comes back. So all I 

know is to talk to my aunt in New 

York I have to add 2 hours to the 

time in Fall and Winter and I have 

to add 3 hours in Spring and Sum-

mer. The change in time helps 

people spend more time with their 

families and gives everybody time 

to go out and play.  



Hello everyone, 

I am going to talk about 

‘Girls on the Run’ - GOTR!  

Well, In GOTR it was not on-

ly about practicing for 5K 

run. We learned about being 

positive, standing up for our-

selves and a lot more about 

friendship. There are 19 girls 

Girls on the Run By: Paige Shurman 

Girls on the Run is a fun 

activity for girls in Third, 

Fourth, and Fifth grade. It 

teaches you how to avoid 

things like bullying, or peer 

pressure. But in Girls on the 

Run you don’t just learn 

about things like that you 

also run. If you run 5 miles 

you get a Girls on the Run 

water bottle, 10 miles  a 

goody bag, and 20 miles a 

T-shirt. I asked a few ques-

tions too.  I asked a third 

grader named Margo if she 

learned anything new.  She 

answered, “I learned about 

SBLR.”  SBLR means Stop, 

Breathe, Listen and Re-

spond and it teaches you 

what to do when facing peer 

pressure.  I also asked a 

fourth grader named Emma 

Girls on the Run By: Risha Kalmady.  

in GOTR this season.  

I want to shout out a big 

thank you to all the coaches 

and specially coach Rugg. 

Also coach Foster, Sue and 

coach Calebretti. We all 

loved running and laughing 

with them. We always learn 

something new when we 

meet twice in a week. One 

of the best parts of GOTR is 

that we always stick togeth-

er and learn a lot about 

friendship. 

The final 5k race is on the 

23rd of November at Kiwa-

nis Park. Good luck to all 

the girls!  

Brisas STEM Club By: Anisha Hossain 

D. what her favorite thing 

about Girls on the Run was.  

She said, “The coaches be-

cause they are nice.”  Last-

ly, I asked Coach Rugg why 

she brought Girls on the 

Run to Brisas.  She said, 

“Because I wanted to inspire 

girls to  be healthy, joyful 

and confident.”  I enjoy 

Girls on the Run and I think 

many girls will too.    

The Brisas STEM club is 

an afterschool club for fourth and 

fifth graders in which we get dif-

ferent projects and build various 

things. STEM stands for Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and 

Math. The STEM club meets every 

Tuesday after school from 2:45 to 

4:00. STEM does lots of projects. 

Our first one was to make a 

chain that had to hold five wa-

ter bottles with different 

amounts of water in each. We 

got different materials and we 

made little links and attached 

them so it became a chain. Our 

second project was to make a 

catapult out of certain materi-

als. My group used a spoon and 

flung the ball. Our last project 

was to make an arch out of just 

marshmallows and glue. Differ-

ent people used different tech-

niques to build the arch such as 

multiple layers of marshmal-

lows, wire, paper, pipe cleaner, 

and graham crackers as rein-

forcement. Now, we are working 

on making a roller coaster out of 

paper by folding paper, taping 

paper, and cutting paper. STEM 

is fun and we do lots of things in 

it. 
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Fleece Blanket Project                                                 

By: Arianna Tammaro 

The new rainbow loom is the 

new way to make rubber band 

bracelets. For $17.00 you can 

get own kit. You can also by a 

pack of 600 bracelets for $4.00 

you can buy them at Michael's . 

Brisas NEHS  joined  together 

with Aprende NJHS to make 

fleece blankets for Phoenix Chil-

dren’s Hospital . Together they 

made over 600 blankets in three 

hours! There were four people in 

each group , each working on a 

side of a blanket. This process 

was shorter and students weren’t 

stuck doing the same blanket for 

an hour. Each group with in three 

hours had a 

goal to make 

about 20 

blankets . 

NEHS Blankets                       

By: Nicole Perez 

On Saturday November 16, NEHS                                                      

(National Elementary Honor Society) Joined 

Aprende’s NJHS (National Junior Honor Soci-

ety) at Aprende to tie fleece blankets for the 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital I asked Bobby 

Perez, a NJHS member what he thought about 

the project, he said “It was fun hanging out 

with everyone and knowing that the blankets 

are going to a good cause.” Altogether they 

tied over 630 blankets. It’s great to know that 

this service project will truly make a differ-

ence to the intensive patients at the Phoenix 

Children’s Hospital. 

 The rainbow loom bracelets  and rings are tak-

ing over our school! Green, red, blue, pink, 

yellow and lots more! The rainbow loom kit 

has over 600 rubber bands that you can make 

into anything you want. The kit has a hook and 

a making piece. You  can get refills for less 

money. Stores  that sell this item are in 

Michaels and Learning Express. I hope you 

like it! 

Rainbow Loom                                      

By: Jake Hayenga 

Rainbow Loom                                   

By: Sean Lee 



 

Gecko Gazette email 

brigecko@kyrene.org  

The next Gecko                       

Gazette meeting is January 8th  

at 7:15 am in Mrs. Audsley’s 

room. All are welcome! 

Reporters articles are due Janu-

ary 22nd   
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Gazette Reporters! 

Geckos on Safari 

Say Hello to your  Gecko Reporters! 

Ally Moon, Nicole Perez, Cielo Carri-

er, Zoi Delgado, Glenna Rollins, Em-

ma Dinnan, Risha Kalmady, Rackhi 

Ramon, Arianna Tammaro, Mya Del-

gado, Copper Ellis, Aiden Onstott 

Paige Shurman . Not pictured Anisha 

Hoss-


